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Eva Forgeron, a student of Joe Marsella, is all smiles as she enjoys fime on the

playground. (courtesy of Emily Forgeron)
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A special teacher
for wonderful kids

By Terry L. Wilson

or 30 years, teacher Joe Marsella

has helped shaped the lives of

countless special needs students

during his tenure at Dingeman

Elementary School’s Early Child-
hood Special Education preschool.

His dedication to the students, their fami-
lies and the community has earned him su-
perstar status in the
eyes of everyone he
has helped. Marsella
received the San Di-
ego Unified School
District’s “Above &
Beyond” award for
his contributions to
the community.

“His two-year prog-
ram was life-chang-
ing. Mr. Joe opened |
my autistic daugh- joe Marselia poses with
ter’s world to learn- some of his students. (cour-
ing,” parent Emily tesy of Emily Forgeron)
Forgeron said. “He tapped into everything
she loved to build a trust with her, and this
was an autistic child who was deeply afraid
of unfamiliar men and would hide or cower
around them. In Mr. Joe’s classroom, Eva
(Forgeron’s daughter) had access to learn
from peer models. She blossomed.”

Marsella, known as Mr. Joe, explained his
role.

“My class is especially there for children
with special needs,” he said. “But I also
take children from the neighborhood as peer
models, language models and social models.
Right now, we have about half and half. In
our morning session we have four children
with special needs and four children with-
out.”

Forgeron described an example involving
her other daughter.

“Eva’s younger sister, Lily, is 4 and she
is now a peer model in Mr. Joe’s class,” she
said. “So, I have experienced both sides of
how this program is beneficial for both a
child with an TEP (Individualized Education
Program) and one without.”

“When it comes to how the kids interact
with each other, most of the time they don’t
even notice that a few of their classmates
have special needs. But there are times when
some students are moving faster than those

Skeletons Belinda and Jeff cheered
on the Falcons during last year's SRHS
Homecoming game. (courtesy of
Shannon Walish)

The skeletons
of Scripps Ranch

By Alex Piscatelli

t’s the spooky season in
Scripps Ranch!

Some may have seen two skel-
etons on Rock Creek Drive that
dress up differently each day in
October leading up to Halloween.
Shannon Walsh and her family
created the dapper skeletons that
go by the names Jeff and Belinda
to bring a smile to the community.

“Laughter is medicine,” ac-
cording to Jeff and Belinda’s In-
stagram page.

The tradition began in 2018
with the skeleton named Jeff.
Walsh was putting up decora-
tions for Halloween when her
youngest son grabbed the skele-
ton and put it on his bike.

“All of a sudden, one of us put

See SKELETONS, Page 8

Jeff and Belinda, the skeletons of
Scripps Ranch, take a car ride. (cour-

Eva Forgeron works on a lesson with teacher Joe Marsella. (courtesy of Emily

Forgeron)

fesy of Shannon Walsh)

See SPECIAL TEACHER, Page 10

WHAT TO READ

New children’s book

“Mother Nature has the
Blues,” by Scripps Ranch
author and illustrator
Patricia Overton, was re-
cently published and re-
leased globally. Overton
cites her children as her greatest inspirations. The
book was born during this crazy (quarantine) time
in history in hopes of helping children and parents
rediscover together the joy, love and creativity of
childhood. Available for purchase on Amazon.

TIME TO VOTE

Presidential Election
Mail ballots were mailed
E% to San Diego County
— DIEGD | registered voters for
the Nov. 3 Presidential
General Election. It’s
safer to vote by mail

during COVID-19. Voters can also drop ballots at
the Scripps Miramar Ranch Library, 10301 Scripps

ers office, 5600 Overland Ave. Visit sdvote.com or
call (858) 565-5800.

Lake Drive, through Nov. 3., or the Registrar of Vot-

HOW TO HELP
w Becky’s Gift toy dri
CCRY'S e Becs cin 1o

3 . drive starts Nov. 1, al-

(’/‘,ﬂ lowing families affect-

ed by cancer to choose

a gift for their children for the holidays. Toys are

delivered to four cancer centers. Donate unwrapped

new toys for children ages 1-16. Gift cards accepted.

Drop gifts off at Scripps Rock Dental, 12112 Scripps

Summit Drive, Suite C or at St. Gregory the Great

Catholic School, 15315 Stonebridge Parkway. Visit
beckysgifts.org.
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66 Every tooth in
a man’s head
is more valuable
than a diamond.@@

-Miguel de Cervantes, Don Quixote

Dr. Anthony D. John D.D.S., M.S., Root Canal Specialist
MEMBER OF THE INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF ENDODONTICS
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Helping retain natural
é teeth using advanced

“Honest,
call'ing,
professional
help.”
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_ technology.

C :
PRESS S ¢ ¢ S, 3

PINNACLE ENDODONTICS

L0 WEXFORD STREET SUITE o3 S3AN LHEGO, LA FLI1E]

AFTER HOURS

EMERGENCY CARE AVAILABLE

PINNACLE
ENDODO

Coaches and parents, scan
Located in Suite 265 via West entrance  and save our contact info for
of the Pinnacle Medical Building dental emergency needs.
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Pre-med student runs shoe drive

By Nick Ng

Scripps Ranch High
graduate started a
two-month-long shoe

drive to help her raise mon-
ey to work as a pre-med stu-
dent in Costa Rica next year.

Eezya Singh, who grad-
uated 1n 2019, is a sec-
ond-year pre-med student
at the University of Califor-
nia, Santa Cruz, majoring in
neuroscience with a minor
in environmental studies.
Her goal is to gain hands-
on experience working with
local doctors in Costa Rica
while getting new perspec-
tives and networking with
others in the medical field.

The COVID-19 pandemic
made Singh realize the im-
portance of contributing to
the local community, no mat-
ter how small the act seems.
The shoe drive is a small step
in curbing climate change
and other environmental
problems.

“We throw away at least
300 million pairs of shoes
every year and the average
pair of shoes takes 30 or
more years to completely
decompose,” Singh said.

She joined Vida Volunteer,
a non-profit organization

that helps medical and den-
tal students gain work ex-
perience in countries where
there is limited or no access
to healthcare.
Singh said that
she will learn
to perform phy-
sical examina-
tions, fill out
patient intake
forms, run a
pharmacy and
develop diagnostic skills.

“This experience will play
a big role in my academic
career,” she said.

Teaming up with Funds-
20rgs to run the shoe drive,
Singh hopes to collect 400
pairs of shoes. Funds20rgs
helps students and nonprof-
it organizations earn money

Eezyah Singh

through similar shoe drives.

“By donating your un-
worn, gently worn or used
shoes, you’ll be contributing
to not only an aspiring med-
ical student in your commu-
nity, but creating sustain-
ability in the environment
and to families who will
be able to create their own
businesses and economic
opportunities,” she said.

Singh’s shoe drive will be
at Spring Canyon Neighbor-
hood Park every Saturday
starting Oct. 17 and will end
Dec. 7. She also accepts dona-
tions at her residence, and
she can pick up shoes at do-
nors’ homes. Contact Singh
at eezyasshoedrive@gmail.
com and follow her shoe drive
on Instagram: @eezya.

Maksimow gains huge honor

Scripps Ranch resident
Ghean Maksimow, co-found-
er of Bow Genie Internation-
al, was recognized by the flo-
riculture industry by having
a flower named in her honor
at the International Floricul-
ture Exposition (IFE), held
virtually on Sept. 16.

Maksimow is only the 11th
person in the United States
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“FREE
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to be recognized by the IFE
with this award. The laven-
der breed of dahlia is award-
ed the name and trade des-
ignation “Genie,” and was
bred by the Miyoshi Compa-
ny and Ball SB., a division of
Ball Horticultural Company.
It’s impossible to discuss the
history of the floral industry
without recognizing Maksi-
mow’s contributions for the
past 35-plus years, accord-
ing to the IFE.
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DISTRICT 5 CITY COUNCIL RACE » ===

Joe Leventhal

By Terry L. Wilson

ttorney Joe Leventhal is campaign-
ing for the San Diego City Council

District 5 seat. His
platform includes public
safety, road repairs and
reducing homelessness.

“I am a registered Re-
publican, but this is a
non-partisan race. With
the current situation we
are currently facing, my
focus is on improving the
economy in our city. We want people to have
jobs so they can keep a roof over their heads
and food on their tables. Keeping people em-
ployed during this era of COVID is a real
challenge for our city budget, so another pri-
ority is to protect core city services like fire
and police services,” Leventhal said.

Joe Leventhal

‘We want people to have
jobs so they can keep a roof
over their heads and food
on their tables.’

—Joe Leventhal

“I've been living in the district for over
15-years and in the city more than 20 years
of my adult life. During that time, I started
and grew a business, and I think that’s im-
portant experience when it comes to man-
aging a city’s finances,” he added. “I'm also
married with three children. I've been very
involved with the community and under-
stand the challenges that everyday voters
are dealing with today dealing with COVID.”

Leventhal explained more about his com-
munity involvement.

“Some of the community work I've done
includes being a leader in organizations
serving children with disabilities, and or-
ganizations focused on improving our jus-
tice system. I've been a common-sense
conscience builder, bringing people with
different backgrounds together and focus
on moving our objective forward,” he said.
“It’s that sort of leadership and proven ex-
perience that, I think, makes me exception-
ally well qualified to be on the city council.”

Leventhal also described some items per-
taining to the Scripps Ranch community.

“My issues specific to Scripps Ranch start

See JOELEVENTHAL, Page 4
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Marni Von Wilpert

By Bella Ross

arni Von Wilpert, Democratic can-

‘ \ / I didate for San Diego City Council
District 5, knows

a thing or two about how

things work in Scripps

Ranch — and in public ser-

vice in general.

She was born and
raised in Scripps Ranch,
and lives just a mile from
her childhood home where
her parents still reside.
Von Wilpert has also worked in the public
sphere for the majority of her career, even-
tually landing in her current position as a
deputy city attorney for San Diego.

“I am one of the only council candidates
city-wide that actually has experience in
city government, so I'll be able to serve the

Marni Von Wilpert

‘A lot of these rushed re-
openings led to us closing
back down again and
increased cases of COVID.’

—Marni Von Wilpert

residents of District 5 because I can hit the
ground running on day one,” Von Wilpert
said. “My opponent will have to learn on
the job.”

One of her earliest experiences in public
politics was working for the Peace Corps
in Botswana during the height of the HIV/
AIDS epidemic, a background that will
come in handy given the current situation
with COVID-19, she said.

During her two-year Peace Corps deploy-
ment, her work included contact tracing,
testing and treatment.

Regarding the fight against the current
pandemic, Von Wilpert said she would like
to see widespread enforcement of the mask
mandate as well as a dedicated public
health message.

“A lot of these rushed re-openings led to
us closing back down again and increased
cases of COVID,” Von Wilpert said.

She described that situation as having
a significant adverse impact on Scripps
Ranch’s small business owners.

Also among her top priorities is address-
ing climate change, an issue that hits home

See MARNI VON WILPERT, Page 4
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School of Rock Scripps Ranch
is proud to announce our

FALL 2020 SHOW GROUPS!

RED HOT CHILI PEPPERS
VS. NO DOUBT
Rehearsals: Tuesdays 5:30-7:00 pm
and 7:00-8:30 pm
ONLY 1 DRUM, 2 BASS, 3 GUITAR
AND 1 VOCAL SPOTS LEFT!

NOTHING BUT
THE BLUES

Rehearsals: Wednesdays 5:30-7:00 pm
and 7:00-8:30 pm
ONLY 3 DRUM AND 1 BASS SPOTS LEFT!

IRON MAIDEN
VS. JUDAS PRIEST

Rehearsals: Saturdays 11:45am-1:45 pm
ONLY 3 GUITAR, 2 BASS SPOTS LEFT!

Y2K

Rehearsals: Mondays and Thursdays
5:30-7:00 pm
GET ON THE WAITLIST!

SCHOOL OF ROCK | Scripps Ranch

12090 Scripps Summit Drive, San Diego, CA 92131
858-757-7625 - scrippsranch.schoolofrock.com




SCRIPPS RANCH
4 www.scrippsranchnews.com Scripps Ranch News | October 2020

JOE LEVENTHAL

Continued from Page 3

with fire safety. I'm con-
cerned about evacuation
routes, not if, but when there
is another large fire. I know
there’s a concern about evac-
uations on Pomerado Road.
I've spoken to the head of Mi-
ramar about the opportunity
of opening up Miramar south
of Pomerado in the event of
an evacuation, and they are
supportive of that concept —
so that there would be a sec-
ondary evacuation route for
the people in Scripps Ranch.
And that is just one partic-
ular part of Scripps Ranch,”
he said. “I know the folks in
Stonebridge are also con-
cerned about evacuation. So,
fire season in particular has
always been a topic of high
concern.”

He also explained his
thoughts about the care of
trees in the area.

“Another concern of mine
is how the city manages
our eucalyptus trees here in
Scripps Ranch. I don’t know
that our city employees that
are managing our trees real-
ly know what they’re doing
all the time,” Leventhal said.
“I’'ve heard from a lot of folks
that there is a lot of incon-
sistent management of those
trees and I'd want to make
sure that we do a better job
than we’ve been doing.”

MARNI VON WILPERT

Continued from Page 3

in a community where many

O RT HODO NTl C people have either lost their

house to wildfires or came
CO N S U LT ATI O N S close. The increasing severi-
ty of local fires, she said, can
be attributed to a failed re-
sponse to climate concerns.

$ off “I want to also take care of
our planet for the next gen-
eration and keep our air and

: . water clean to help fight cli-
Y " for essential workers mate change.” said Von Wil

b | . pert, who has been endorsed
SAFETY IS ' Expires on Nov. 1, 2020 by the San Diego City Fire-

OUR PRIORITY! f fighters Association, Local
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the main causes of home-

CHECK OUT OUR PREMIER PACKAGE! Pr.opel and custom kzleaching trays included lessnoss can still take root

with your orthodontic treatment. in suburban communities.
[ “People don’t think that
* Reduce treatment time by 50% ¢ Optimal Aligner Seating , homelessness affects Scripps
’ Ranch, but there are quite
* Accelerated Tooth Movement © Assistance in Retainer Wear a few people who are suffer-
. . ing from domestic violence
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Von Wilpert said.




October 2020 | Scripps Ranch News

SCRIPPS RANCH

www.scrippsranchnews.com 5

Seniors unmask dangers of COVID-19

By Ashley Shah

cripps Ranch High
School (SRHS) se-
niors Isabella Yang
and Benjamin Giet-
zen teamed up to unmask
myths and questions sur-
rounding COVID-19.

Due to the spike in COVID-
19 cases, Gietzen and Yang
formed the organization
Wear a Mask San Diego.
1

‘As teenagers,
we can really
make an impact
and help out
others who are
at higher risk...’

—lsabella Yang
|

“When cases started to go
back up in San Diego in July,
I think there was a level of
frustration about how there
was a lack of progress being
made to lower cases. Seeing
businesses being closed and
the uncertainty surround-
ing everyday life made us
realize that we had to cre-
ate a movement to help,”
co-president Gietzen said.

The organization is com-
prised of 11 SRHS seniors:
Isabella Yang, Benjamin Gi-
etzen, Mark Rusnak, Amy
Tran, Ashley Nguyen, Var-
shi Gottumukkala, Melinda
Luo, Hannah Lee, Vaishna-
vi Ventrapagada, Kate Rees
and Derek Phan.

Their goal is to inform
the public about the effec-
tive ways of preventing
COVID-19 — which will help
lower cases and hopefully
lead to the reopening of San
Diego.

“There is so much media
out there and it’s easy to be
confused. I think, for some
people, they start to doubt
why they are forced to do
things such as wearing a
mask and we just want to
educate people in a way
that’s simpler,” co-founder
Yang said.

They are also helping the
community by fundraising
and making sure everyone
has the resources they need
to stay safe.

“Currently, we have set
a goal of $1,000 on our Go-
FundMe so that we are able
to buy supplies and make
masks. We have gotten some
students and others in the

Benjamin Gietzen

community to help make
masks so that we can hit our
goal each month,” Yang said.

They are hoping to make
100 masks each month and
deliver them to children’s
hospitals.

Not only is the team work-
ing on making masks, they
are hoping to do more out-
reach.

“We are working on mak-
ing some signs that promote
following the guidelines
such as wearing masks and
social distancing, and we
plan to tag our organiza-
tion on them as well. We are

Isabella Yang

hoping to put up the signs at
local businesses so that the
community stays informed,”
Gietzen said.

On Oct. 7, the team was
scheduled to speak during
the Poway-Scripps Rotary
Club about ways to prevent
COVID-19.

“We really want to foster
collaboration. It’s very im-
portant to reach out to peo-
ple of all different ages and
that’s what we are trying to
accomplish. As teenagers, we
can really make an impact
and help out others who are
at higher risk, so we've really

&%/mfe
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the ENTIRE month of October!
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*20% off sale applies to in-stock items only. Excludes tennis bracelets, loose diamonds, diamond studs and

been pushing our social me-
dia platforms,” Yang said.

Gietzen said his main
goal is to lower the cases
of COVID-19 to reopen San
Diego.

“Every summer I volunteer
at a museum and this year I
was not able to do so because
of the coronavirus. We are
dealing with a very serious
issue that is affecting the
safety of Scripps Ranch and
San Diego. I think it is im-
portant to show that we are
all in this struggle together
and if we all work together,
we can move toward reopen-
ing,” he said.

Outside of Wear a Mask,
Gietzen has run for the
SRHS cross country and
track teams since his fresh-
man year.

Yang has been involved in
speech and the debate team
since her freshman year.

“I think for most students
and I, COVID-19 has affect-
ed us mainly by having to do
virtual learning. I think by
recognizing how this virus
has affected us, it creates
a sense of unity and shows
how we can work to do bet-
ter,” Yang said.

Visit wearamasksd.com.

FAMILY JEWELERS

Serving the San Diego community for 42 years
858.578.6670 www.collinsfamilyjewelers.com
APPOINTMENTS & CURBSIDE DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Open Tuesday-Saturday, 10am to 3pm ¢ Closed Sunday and Monday ¢ 8220-A Mira Mesa Bivd.,

Friend us on Facebook @] Follow us on Instagram (@)

in the Sprouts shopping center
Show us love on YELP &4
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Rotary Club of Poway-Scripps
President David Parker is shown
during his donation.

Rotary Club holds
successful blood drive

COVID-19 can’'t keep the
Rotary Club of Poway-
Scripps from doing good
deeds. In September, the
club held a successful blood
drive in conjunction with the
San Diego Blood Bank. Ro-
tarians ensured that nearly
every appointment time
the blood bank had was
booked. Members of the
club donated as did gener-
ous folks who have no ties
to the club.
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Student becomes published author

By Ashley Shah

rady Durkin, a sophomore at Scripps
Ranch High School (SRHS), is now a

published author.

He is one of nine teenagers across the na-
tion, from California to New York, who share

their testimonials of life
during quarantine in the
book “QuaranTEEN.”

“I thought that writing
about my quarantine ex-
perience would be a great
way to express myself,”
Durkin said.

Owners of the publish-
ing company Scriptor
Publishing Group, based
in Kansas City, Kelli
Watson and Greg Justice
brought the concept of
“QuaranTEEN?” to life.

“The idea for this book
came about soon after
quarantine began. At that
time, Greg and I real-

ized that although everyone was impact-
ed by the shutdown, teenagers had a unique
situation. It seemed important to give them
a voice and to allow them to share their per-
spectives. We also realized the importance
of capturing the historical moment,” Watson
said. “The main purpose of this book is to
share a perspective of the world-wide pan-
demic as seen and experienced through the

eyes of teenagers.”

Durkin began the process of brainstorm-

ing and writing in June.

“I think one of the biggest challenges I
faced was that I had so many different ideas
in my mind, so at first it was hard to get
one idea down. However, I created a mind
map and that really helped me narrow down
what I wanted to write about,” Durkin said.

Throughout his chapter, he focuses on how
working out and keep-
ing himself healthy and
building a closer relation-
ship toward God helped
him cope through the iso-
lation.

“In my chapter, I focus on
my personal experiences. |
really got the opportunity to
express myself, the issues |
faced and what I learned. I
also really emphasize the
importance of empathy. We
were all in a very difficult
time and many of us prob-
ably felt very isolated and
it is crucial that we all em-
pathize with each other,”
Durkin said.

He worked countless hours and worked on
a weekly basis with the publishers before
submitting his final copy in early July.

“I'm most proud of his commitment to
writing and rewriting his story to make it
exactly as he wanted. He worked for months
and took the feedback of the publishers and
learned how to express himself through his
story. Brady has always set big goals for
himself and it was fun to see this one come
true,” mother Melanie Durkin said.

See STUDENT AUTHOR, Page 7

Brady Durkin
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Welcome Club
continues virtually

By Denise Stewart

Welcome Club has a tradi-
tion of enriching meetings,
enjoyable social gatherings
and entertaining outings
that go on throughout the
year. The pandemic restric-
tions slowed these activities,
but interest group chairs
quickly adapted to new ways
of organizing and doing the
things members enjoy.

The four book groups
turned to their computers
and Zoom programs to meet
to talk about their read-
ing selections and enjoy
the company of their mem-
bers in a friendly, but safe,
format. While the books
stimulate the literary con-
versation, there is also lots
of catching up that warms
these friendly events.

The Welcome Club news-
letter editor Diane Rider or-
ganized a Photo Pet Parade
of members’ favorite animals
that was published recent-
ly. Parade participants got
to show off their furry and
feathered friends to other pet
lovers, many of whom have
deepened their attachment
to their animals during this
confinement period.

While members aren’t
gathering to take jaunts to
museums now, they were
able to enjoy a virtual tour of
the paintings of local artist
and Welcome Club member
Margaret North. Margaret is
an accomplished water color-
ist who shared several of her
works. Margaret’s work has
been shown at the Rancho
Bernardo Library among
other local art venues.

Once again, Diane Rider
took the club on another vir-
tual museum tour. This time
it was of Dee Humphrey’s Co-
ca-Cola memorabilia. Diane
explained that, “Dee says it
(her collection) started with
the 1992 Olympics with the
little polar bears bobsled-
ding in the Coke commer-
cial. Later, she began adding
trucks and cars to her collec-
tion. Then, like a can of Coke
that’s been shaken, her col-
lection exploded into dishes,
trays, bottles, clothes, jewel-
ry, puzzles, hats, cookie jars
and even furniture.”

Welcome Club has fos-
tered its friendship circle
in Scripps Ranch for more
than 35 years. If you visit
scrippsranchwelcomeclub.
com, you will find informa-
tion about the club’s ac-
tivities during the normal
times as well as those of this
exceptional era. There is
contact information on the
website if you would pre-
fer hearing a friendly voice
sharing the club’s news.
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Travel agent celebrates 50 years

By Hoyt Smith

local travel agent has
wandered the globe
for the past five de-

cades but said the best part
of her job has always been
returning home to Scripps
Ranch.

Jayne Gomes, founder of
Cruise Company of So Cal,
remembers the exact day she
set foot in Scripps Ranch:
“April 15, 1970. When we ar-
rived, there were only three
streets. We must have been
among the first 100 families
to move in.”

Gomes was a stay-at-
home mother in those days,
and once her children en-
rolled in school, she said she
took up tennis.

“One day my husband
said, ‘since you have so
much time to play tennis,
why don’t you get a job? So,
1 did,” she said.

Being in a military family,
Gomes traveled a lot. She
was born in Oxford, England
and raised in Bath. She met
her husband in Spain while
he was serving in the U.S.
Air Force. From there, the
Gomes family moved to
Wichita, Kansas; Riverside,
California; Panama; and
Minot, North Dakota before

Jayne Gomes (photo by Hoyt
Smith)

settling in Scripps Ranch
50 years ago. Traveling was
something she knew well
and thoroughly enjoyed.

“I've been in the travel
business now since 1974,”
she said. “It’s been a long
time. Where haven’t I vis-
ited? I've travelled to Chi-
na, Vietnam, Iceland, all
around South America, Ec-
uador, Brazil, Argentina,
Egypt, Africa, Jordan, Isra-
el, you name it.”

In 1981, she opened her
own travel agency, one of
the first to specialize in
cruise vacations, she said.
Before Gomes would rec-
ommend a voyage to one of
her clients, she was likely to
explore the ports of call her-
self. She has cruised down
the Nile, up the Amazon,

through the Suez Canal,
around Cape Horn, amid
the Scandinavian fjords,
“and of course I've been to
Alaska,” she said.

At one point, Cruise Com-
pany of So Cal boasted four
storefront offices and about
40 agents. The last office was
in Point Loma, but she closed
it a few years ago and moved
her business into her home.

Her daughter, Anita, attri-
butes her mother’s longevi-
ty and success in the travel
business to her personality.

“She’s very vivacious and
outgoing, and people have
always been drawn to her,”
Anita said. “She’s estab-
lished great relationships
with her vendors, and be-
cause she loves to travel,
she can speak to clients
from a personal perspective
because wherever they're
going, she’s probably been
there.”

Gomes said business
“hasn’t been the best” this
year due to the worldwide
pandemic.

As far and frequently as
Gomes has travelled, she
said that the best thing about
touring the world has been
returning to Scripps Ranch.

Visit cruisecompanyofsocal.
com.
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STUDENT AUTHOR

Continued from Page 6

The book came out on
Aug. 25 and hit number 1
in three different categories
including “Being a teen,”
“Children’s studies” and
“Education philosophy and
social aspects.”

Not only did the book
launch successfully, but the
nine students decided to do-
nate the proceeds to two or-
ganizations which they chose
together: Center for Disease
Philanthropy, Covid-19 Re-
sponse Fund and Doctors
Without Borders. To date,

they have donated $1,000 to
these organizations.

While this may have been
the first book Durkin wrote,
it will not be the last.

“I've always been inter-
ested in writing. It’s a great
way to express yourself. I
think this was a great way
to get started into the world
of writing,” he said.

Alongside his passion for
writing, Durkin partici-
pates in varsity lacrosse, JV
football and is a member of
the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes at SRHS.

Throughout Durkin’s jour-
ney, he was able to grow as a

person and writer.

“One sign of a good writ-
er is when they are able to
bring a level of vulnerability
to their effort. It is hard to
do, and many authors shy
away from being personal.
But Brady took the challenge
and stayed true to himself.
That is very hard for any au-
thor to do ... and especially
one who is a teenager. His
maturity shows in the way
he opened up and shared
about the most important
parts of his life — faith, fami-
ly and fitness,” Watson said.

To purchase the book, visit
amazon.com.

J

858.586.7834 %ﬁm
A ] I' _._u_‘_

STunio, OUTSIDE OR ONLINE!

7 I
'I'|L ‘__ il

All Programs offered with
limited class sizes,

9-12 sq. feet social distancing,

fresh air AND Online options!

f%-':\BEST DEAL

Plumbing, Heating & Air, Inc.

Comraciors Lie. 700827

In the plumbing business

for 50 years

Owned and operated
here in the community

* Water Heaters/Same Day

* Disposals and Drains
* Toilet Repairs/Installs

*» Water Pressure Problems

* Faucet Repairs and Installations

Good Quality Work
at Reasonable Prices

Licensed and Insured
(858) 578-7808

10796 Charbono Terrace » San Diego, CA 92131




8 www.scrippsranchnews.com

SCRIPPS RANCH

LIFE

Scripps Ranch News | October 2020

Skeletons Jeff and Belinda display their incredible dance moves. (cour-
fesy of Shannon Walsh)

SKELETONS

Continued from Page 1

a helmet on it and a wig,”
Walsh said. “The next day,
it was like, ‘Oh, let’s change
it.”

The family then dressed
Jeff up as everything from
Braveheart to a paddle-
boarder.

“(Once) he got into a skate-
boarding accident on a
skateboard ramp, and he
fell apart into pieces,” Walsh
said. “He was put back to-
gether in a wheelchair and
popping a wheelie.”

She said Jeff was a loner,
so he needed a skeleton
friend.

“At the end of the first
year, we introduced Be-
linda — and they went to
some kind of formal dance,”
Walsh said.

She said her neighbors
looked forward to seeing
what the skeletons were up to
each day. Then Jeff and Be-
linda started to get more at-
tention from the community.

“People started saying
they’re coming over, or they
would send pictures to their
kids in college,” Walsh said.
“Or they would tell their
friends and then they would
start driving to the neigh-

borhood.”

Her favorite Jeff and Be-
linda moment was when they
dressed up for Scripps Ranch
High School’s homecoming
game. The two skeletons
dressed in a football jersey
and cheerleading uniform.

“We turned the car around
and put headlights on (the
skeletons) so it would be
like Friday night lights,”
Walsh said. “It was fun
for the community. I think
that’s really when people
started laughing.”

Walsh originally got the
skeletons at CVS Pharmacy.

“I'm really bummed be-
cause they just changed the
type of skeleton that they
sell. So, if these guys break ...
then all of a sudden, they're
going to have beady eyes in
one of them, but we're hoping
we can milk them the rest of
the season,” Walsh said.

Yes, there have been mul-
tiple Jeff and Belindas.

“But nobody knows,” Walsh
said.

Who was the genius behind
the names Jeff and Belinda?

“The kids. We just let
them choose. They name the
Christmas tree every year,
so it was natural for them to
name the skeletons,” Walsh
said.

READY FOR HALLOWEEN!

Readers sent in these photos of their costumes and decorations in preparation for
Halloween 2020. You may send your photo for publication in the November issue of
Scripps Ranch News. Email photo, name of photographer and names of those in the
photo to info@scrippsranchnews.com.

Halloween decorationson
Libelle Court

Colin and Riley Ryan dressed
in their Halloween costumes
as Link and Zelda. Photo tak-
en by mom Jennifer Ryan.

Photo by Steve Ungar, deco-
rations by Kyle Ungar

T-rex aka Tony Garcia (photo by Dana Reeder) Halloween decorations on Libelle Court
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Emma Collins - you may be
the last of our daughters to
turn 18, but you are so amaz-
ingin allyou do and how you
handle life's ups and downs!
Happy 18th to our baby girl!

Happy 8th Birthday Drew!
We love you so much and
are very proud of the amaz-
ing big guy that you are be-
coming! Love, Mom, Dad
and Luke

Happy 3rd birthday Logan!
You continue to impress us
as you grow and you han-
dled our move to Scripps
Ranch like a champ. Love
youl!

If you know someone having a birthday in November, you can send a message and photo to
Scripps Ranch News and we’ll share it on the special day on our Facebook and Instagram pages
—and publish it in the next issue of Scripps Ranch News. Send your birthday message (25 words

maximum) along with a photo and the birthday date to info@scrippsranchnews.com.
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BLACK MOUNTAIN

(858) 536-4161
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SUPPORTING
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Seniors Corner: Missing Friday night lights

By Ashley Shah

ue to the COVID-19
pandemic, Scripps
Ranch High School

(SRHS) students have not
been able to experience the
regular in-person school
year. These seniors now
have an opportunity to
share their thoughts.

Annalee Luke

Vice president of Associated
Student Body (ASB)

“I think the main thing
that I'm missing is get-
ting to experience and plan
all the se-
nior events
such as se-
nior home-
coming and
football game
themes. We
have such a
build up to
senior year,
it’s the last hurrah and it’s
potentially our last time to
be amongst all the students
in our class, and we're all
missing out on that,” Luke
said.

Luke and ASB have been
trying to keep up the morale
of students.

“This year, even though
we won’t be able to have the
regular Friday night lights
games, every Friday we will
be turning on the stadium
lights for 20 minutes and 21
seconds in honor of the class
of 2021. We are also still
planning on having home-
coming kings and queens,”
Luke said.

Not only is Luke involved
in ASB, but she is also the
vice president of the Fel-
lowship of Christian Ath-
letes and the Butterfly Ef-
fect Club on campus. After
graduation, Luke hopes to
attend Baylor University or
California Polytechnic State
University where she plans
to study business.

Annalee Luke

Riley Merrigan
Captain of the varsity
football team

“What I miss the most is
battling with my brothers.
I miss running out onto
the field and
having the
whole crowd
behind me
and a whole
sideline be-
hind me. I
miss play-
ing football,”
Merrigan
said.

Not only does he miss the
Friday night lights, but he
shares his struggles in school

| ™
Riley Merrigan

due to virtual learning.
“There really is no substi-
tute to in-person learning. I
feel like there is no account-
ability or motivation. There
is no structure and I know
the teachers are trying their
hardest, but it’s just been
very hard to keep up with
everything,” Merrigan said.
If given the chance to go
back to campus, Merrigan
hopes to build some last
memories with his team.
“I'm looking forward to
having a full weight room
with my team, and just sit-
ting in the classroom with
all my peers,” he said.
Merrigan hopes to contin-
ue his career in football in
college while studying some-
thing related to business.
“Currently, the Universi-
ty of Washington Saint Lou-
is and Carnegie Mellon are
the two top schools recruit-
ing me to play Division III
football,” Merrigan said.

Izzy Hall
ASB treasurer and varsity
lacrosse player

“I really miss the over-
all atmosphere of Friday
night lights. I think that
we, as seniors, are missing

L

SAFETY 15

out on a lot of key moments
like Homecoming and those
games. I'm hoping that we
can at least get some memo-
ries in as a class,” Hall said.

She explained her feelings
on the changes made due to
virtual learning.

“I think the way they cut
down the
amount of
classes we
have to take
this year is
nice. It helps
us adjust to
this differ-
ent way of
learning,” Hall said.

She was excited to play
her last season of lacrosse if
able to go back to in-person
learning.

“Our season last spring was
cut early due to COVID-19,
and I'm just hoping that we
can come back this year and
win CIF,” Hall said.

She committed to Dickin-
son College to play Division
IIT lacrosse and plans to
study political science.

lzzy Hall

Connor Colletto
4-year varsity soccer player

“I miss the Friday night
lights the most. I miss being
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12036 Scripps Highlands Dr., Suvite 100
San Diego, CA 92131 858.271.4200

part of the student section
and cheering on our team,”
Colletto said. “In about a
month, we would be trying
out for soccer at school and
it’s just sad knowing we
won’t be able to do that.”

Colletto conveys his
thoughts on the new adjust-
ments made this year.

“This year has been better
than last spring because I
think it is a lot more man-
ageable. However, it’s rough
in the sense that I miss
being able to see my class-
mates. It’s been so long
since I have been able to
see anyone in person and I
just miss the experience of
actually going to class,” he
said.

Outside
of SRHS,
Colletto vol-
unteers for
the organiz-
ation Build
a Miracle
and plays
for San Diego Surf Soccer
Club.

Colletto hasn’t decided if
he will play soccer in col-
lege, but plans to attend the
University of Washington
or Clemson University to
study business.

Connor Colletto

* Complete dental care for ages 1 & up * Using the best dental technology
* Come meet our friendly and welcoming staff * Military discounts
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SRHS teens launch free tutoring online

By Nick Ng

wo Scripps Ranch
teens launched an
online tutoring ser-

vice that helps struggling
students at Marshall Mid-
dle School to excel in their
math and English classes.
H2N, which stands for
Homework Help Network,
helps to reduce academic
inequality that was exacer-
bated by the COVID-19 pan-
demic. It offers free group

and one-on-one tutoring
once a week with Scripps
Ranch High School (SRHS)
honor students, who are ex-
perienced in working with
younger students.

Although many of Mar-
shall’'s students have re-
ceived help to attend online
classes, such as getting In-
ternet access and laptops,
many are still falling behind.
Some families cannot afford
tutoring services, especially
during the pandemic.

Featured smile: Ethan
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Anjali Koganti

“Many parents also work
from home and don’t have
enough time to help them
with their homework,” said
Anjali Koganti, 17, who is
a co-founder of H2N and
graduated from SRHS in
spring 2020. “We fill in the
gap to help these students
and families.”

Koganti got the idea
from TutorFly, which is
another online tutoring
service, but H2N is de-

Sumana Srinivas

signed to work only with
students at Marshall. She
knew she could not do this
alone. Koganti asked her
friend Sumana Srinivas,
who is a senior at SRHS
and had taken a computer
coding course last sum-
mer, for help with starting
H2N. Both share the roles
of creating and managing
the website with Srinivas
handling most of the stu-
dent sign-ups.

With the help of Mar-
shall’s vice-principals Kait-
lin Moffatt and Stephen
Olds, Koganti and Srinivas
set up H2N as a connection
between the students at
Marshall and SRHS.

“Vice-principals Moffatt
and Olds helped us to get
the resources together for
H2N,” Koganti said. “They
help us out with logistics
and improvements for the
website based on their
knowledge of the students
and parents.”

The vice-principals also
help spread the word about
H2N to the Marshall stu-
dents’ families, and they
meet with Koganti and Sri-
nivas once or twice a week to
see how the program is doing.

Marshall’s students choose

See TUTORING, Page 11

SPECIAL TEACHER

Continued from Page 1

with special needs, and it’s
our job to help them to un-
derstand that some kids
require extra help. Our job
is to explain things and to
keep the special needs stu-
dents included in the group.
This is especially true when
it come to kids with autism,”
Marsella said. “A child with
autism may not want to
play with others, and that
will confuse the non-special
needs classmate. An autis-
tic child can have an espe-
cially difficult time socializ-
ing with others. Our goal is
to help students understand
and to deal with certain sit-
uations like that. I think it’s
a positive learning experi-
ence for the students with-

HEALTH & BEAUTY

Shannon Behan Massage

Home appointments now
available. I strictly adhere to
CDC and CAMTC guidelines.
Visit my website shannonbehan-
massage.vistaprintdigital.com
for more information about my
services or call 858-437-4676 to
schedule an appointment with
Shannon.

CORE MASSAGE THERAPY
CORE Myofascial therapy
helps improve alignment
through improving the state
of fascia. The technique
uses moderate pressure in
a slow-motion, and releases
tension and adhesions from
the layer of fascia and mus-
culature. $50 for 30-minute
session, $80 for 60-minute
session, 90 minute session
is $120. I offer a 20% dis-
count for sports teams, dance
teams, or athletic teams. Espe-
cially great for athletes wanting

out special needs.”

Part of Marsella’s “mag-
ic” is his unique ability to
connect with students. In
Eva’s case he recognized her
affection for Sofia the First,
an animated character in a
Disney series.

“First I had to watch the
show to find out who Sofia
the First was,” Marsella
said. “Then I purchased a
few items with Sofia’s pic-
ture to make Eva feel more
comfortable. I'd never met
anyone as apprehensive
about coming into school
as Eva, and getting those
things for her just seemed
like the right thing to do.”

Forgeron was able to wit-
ness the progress.

“Mr. Joe made sure he
had plenty of Sofia toys,
trinkets, books, plush toys

SCRIPPS RANCH

CLASSIFIEDS

to improve performance. [ am a
specialist in Structural Integra-
tion using the Rolfing© method
and CORE Myofascial by XPE
Core Sports. I recently helped
athletes prepare for the 2020
NFL draft combine.

Regular massage is $75 for
60 min and $90 for 90 min.

Best Deal Plumbing, Heating
& Air

(License #770827) For all of your
plumbing needs, water heaters -
same day service, toilets, fau-
cets, water pressure regulators
and drain stoppages. Scripps
Ranch residents Tom & Paula
Conlon: (858) 578-7808.

TEST PREPARATION

Applying to schools now or
next year?

Tests are still important! SAT,
ACT for pre-college; GRE, GMAT

and a special Sofia neck-
lace to acclimate Eva to
his classroom setting when
school started. But over
time, she no longer needed
the necklace to go to school,”
she said. “For his students’
birthdays, he honors their
day with a special party in
the classroom. For Eva’s
celebration, he went all out
with Sofia the First decora-
tions, a cupcake for her to
make a wish and presents.
She sat at the head of the
table and was glowing with
happiness when her class-
mates sang to her. At past
birthday parties, she would
run away, overwhelmed
when family and friends
sang for her. Seeing how she
responded to the celebration
and Mr. Joe’s attention al-
most brought me to tears.”

for pre-master’s/pre-PhD. Soph
has 99th percentile scores and
has taught thousands of stu-
dents. Improve by +200 SAT,
+4 ACT, +8 GRE, +80 GMAT.
Free consultation. sophwise.
wordpress.com

TRAVEL SERVICES

Travel Advisor, Scripps Ranch
In these uncertain times,
dreams of travelling to exotic
destinations are never dimin-
ished. Keep those dreams alive
and contact Jayne Gomes at
Cruise Company of So Cal. We
have travelled to over 75 coun-
tries and are here to assist you.
Pricing is excellent now so plan
ahead. Call 858-271-7303.

PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD

ONLY $10! 40 words or less;
15 cents for every word over
40. Send to info@scrippsranch-
news.com.
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Students enjoyed bags of pop-
corn as Jerabek Elementary
School held its virtual Movie Night
on Sept. 26. Families with students
at Jerabek viewed the Walt Dis-
ney Pictures film “Up” from the
safety of their homes. The event
was the school’s traditional kick-
off and welcome back for its fam-
ilies. (courtesy of Laura Stephens)

www.scrippsranchnews.com ] ]

Speech contest opens

ocal high school stu-

I dents (boys and girls)

are invited to par-

ticipate in the American

Association of University

Women (AAUW) California
speech contest.

The contest will be vir-
tual, held via Zoom video
conference software. The
contest date is Jan. 30,
2021, with $500 awarded to
the first place winner and
$250 awarded to the second
place winner. The local win-
ner will have their record-

ed speech entered into the
state semi-finals. Search
on YouTube under “AAUW
speech trek 2020 to see this
year’s speeches.

The speech topic for 2021
is “Has social media helped
or hindered the breaking
down of barriers for wom-
en and girls?” Registra-
tion deadline is Jan 25,
2021. For rules and more
information, contact the
AAUW Poway Penasqui-
tos branch at aauwboard@
gmail.com.

TUTORING

Continued from Page 10

a topic, reserve a time with
a group or private session
with a tutor and submit a
specific question about their
homework once a week.
Meanwhile, SRHS students
who would like to be a tutor
can sign up on the website.

“Right now, we have about
20 Marshall Middle School
students signed up for H2N,
and we are hoping more will
sign up,” Koganti said.

For now, Marshall is the
only middle school in San
Diego County that is using
this tutoring model, which

functions more like a high
school club than a business.
Koganti and Srinivas hope
that other schools would
adopt something similar to
help struggling students
and families.

“We see ourselves reach-
ing out to other middle and
high schools in Southern
California to incorporate a
H2N club,” Srinivas said.
“We want this organization
to help not just the Scripps
Ranch community, but oth-
er surrounding communi-
ties as well.”

Contact H2N at tutoring.
h2n@gmail.com or visit h2n-
tutoring.com.
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There may not be trick or treating this year, but there's always candy!
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